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THE SECRET KWOWLEDSE IS THAT EVERtfMfJS 
THAT SURROUWDS US IS DJ THE IMA35 OF 
THIS UWJVBRSE. EACH THIWS, EACH BEIW6, 
FROM THE MOST MIWUTE SPECK OF OUST 
TO THE MOST SISAWTIC COLOSSUS, IS 
SEEMIUSLy COMPOS EC OF MILLIONS OF 
STARS. MIJJISCULE STARS, INVISIBLE TO 
THE WAKED eyE, LINKED TO EACH OTHER 
W EWORMOUS FORCES THROUSH THE 
IMMSWSS VOIDS. 



I KfJOW, 30LAAI, yOU'RE STILL 5UST 

a small Boy. but i have so little 

LEFT... EVERyTHIfJS I TELL 90U WILL 
ID yOUR MEMORy. AUD LATER, WHEW 
yOU REMEMBER My WORDS, yOU WILL 
UUPER5TAWD, yOIJ WILL LEARW 

" see. 




IT'S IMPORTANT, AS THESE EUERfiy WAVES 
CAM SB STR0W6ER, IF yOU WAUT THEM TO 6E, 
THAW THE FORCES THAT LIUK THE STARS TO 
EACH OTHER FORMIWS THIWfiS. THUS, yOU 
CAW MOPIFy THEIR ARRAWflEMEWT AT 90UR 
WILL-TKAWSFORMIWS THE VERtf MATURE OF 
Mi, MATTER' 



THE KUIFE DISAPPEARED BECAUSE THE 
SMALL STARS THAT FORMED THE METAL IT 
WAS MADS OF WERE SEPARATED. 6UTTHE 
STARS, THEy STILL EXIST AROUWD US. WITH 
BILLIOWS OF OTHERS, ALL IDENTICAL. THEy 
ARE WHAT yOU MU5T LEARW TO S66, 50LAU. 
LOOK... 
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yOU MUST HAVE CERTAIULy I 
UMPER5TOOP A LOH& TIME AGO 
. THAT I HAVE MEVER SEEM WHAT yOU 
CALL A GOO. I AM 5UST A MAW 
V^CW THE SAME RACE AS OSCTAI. 

WE COME FROM A DISTANT 
i WORLP 3ZHOW THE STARS, 
OfJ WHICH OUR PEOPLE I 
OF TERRESTRIAL ORJ3IU 
Si TOOK REFUGE THOUSAUOS 
OF yEARS BEFORE., " 




A HAMPFUL OF US WEMT BACK 
TO EARTH OM BO ARC A SPACESHIP. 
AT THAT TIME, My fJAME WAS XARSOS 
AMP I COMMAMPEP THE VESSEL. My 
LIEUTEWAWT WAS CALLED VARTH. 
HE WAS My DAUGHTER HAUWEE'S 
COMPAMIOU. SHE WAS ALSO 
OMTHEEXPEPITIOM* 



VARTH WAS A REMARKABLE EfJSIfJEER, 
A BRILLIAWT MAW, BUT AMBITIOUS AWP 
PEVOIP OF EMOTION. AW ARGUMEWT AROSE 
AMP I HAP TO LEAVE THE VESSEL, EXILEP 
By My OWW CREW. BUT I MAWAGEP TO 
REACH EARTH Til A SHUTTLE, A SMALL 
SECOWCARy VESSEL. 




THE MAIM VESSEL REACHEP EARTH TOO. 
BUT, FOLLOWING A WAVIGATIOUAL ERROR, 
IT CRASHEP OH A PESERTEP ISLAWP 
IM THE SREAT MORTH. UMPER VARTH'S 
COMMAWP, A 3R0UP OF SURVIVORS 
TRIEO TO LEAVE THE ISLAWP OW 
A MAKESHIFT BOAT. BUT THEy WERE - 
CAUSHT DJ A VIOLEMT STORM, 
PURIWG WHICH HAyUSS GAVE 




SEMSIWG THE 
BOAT WAS LOST, VARTH 43g 
PLACSP THE WSWBORW 
IW AM UWSIMKABLE RA~'*s- 
AWP EUTRUSTEP HIM 
TO THE SEA. ~ 
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THE BOAT SAUK SHORTty AFTER. 
BUT THE CHIW WAS 5AVEP. FICK5P 
I UP W SAILOR WARRIORS FROM 
0S(5(JPTHeSffiArWAT6S-T ! 'O5; 

I THgy call vikiuss. ™ey apoptep 

1 HIM MO (JAMEP HIM THPRSAL 
AaSIRSSO), AFTER THE UAMES 
OF THEIR 6005 THOR AUP AESIR. 




I CAU IMASDJE (JOUR SURPRISE, \ 
f VARIAy. AS yOU CAW IMAGIUE MIfJE 

whew you spoke his uame before 

ME. THORSAL IS THE CHILP OF AW , 
\ LOST PAUGHTER. AUP JOLAW, LITTLE { 
.50LAM, IS My G REAT-G RAW PSOW, ) 
THE LAST PESCEfJPAWT OF My ■ 
RACE OU EARTH. ^ 




I MET THORGAL WHEW HE WAS A CHILP, 
AUP I PIP EVERyTHIWS I COULP TO 
COUCBAL HIS ORISIUS FROM HIM SO HE 
COULP LEAP THE LIFE OF AfJ ORPIUARy 
MAU AMOUGST THOSE WHO HAP TAKEW HIM 
HI, BUT THIS WAS CERTAIWLy TOO MUCH 
TO ASK... PERHAPS THERE ARE, AFTER ALL, 
SOPS WHO TAKE PLEASURE IfJ FLAyiUS 
WITH OUR ----- 
PESTIkJIES..y^ r 




FOR VARTH, I OtiUi LEARUEP MUCH LATER, PIP UOT 
PERISH DJ THE SIWKIUG. TTEP TO SOME PE0RI5, 
HALF PEAP FROM HUUSER AWP THIRST, HE WASHEP 
UP OU THE SHORES OF THE LAWP OF QA. THE REST, 
yOU KfJOW, IS THE LESEMP... 




IVCTH THE HELP OF AfJ EWERSy WAVE AMPLIFIER 
COUCEALEP UUPER A SUPPOSEPLy MASIC HEAPPIECE, HE 
EASILy IMPOSeQ HIMSELF OW THE LOCAL POPULATION, THE 
. CHAAMS, WHO REVEREP HIM AS A SOP UUPER THE fJAME OF 
O&OffiX, "HE WHO CAME FROM ELSEWHERE." 




WHO STILL RESISTED HIM. yOUR PEOPLE, 
VARIAy.' THE XIU5IW. I HAP TO STOP 
i OGOTAI AT ALL COSTS DJ HIS WORK OF 
PESTRUCTIOfJ, TO STOP HIS POWER FROM 
SPREAPIWS TO THE WHOLE EARTH. 
t THAT STILL WEEPS TO BE POUE, 
7 AS OGOTAI HAS GOWE 
UJSAfJE' 



" HE HAP THEM 0UILP MAHAXATL, 

TRAWSFORMEP THEM IIJTO FAWATICAL 
WARRIORS AUP SEUT THEM OUT TO 
COUOUER THE WHOLE LA/JP. 



I'M SURE THE MAPUESS WAS ALREAPU HI HIM FROM 
THE TIME HE WAS WAMEP VAJ?TH. BUT IT EXPLOPEP AFTER 
THE SIUKIUG HI WHICH HIS LOVEP OMES PERI5HEP. IU 
WttCH HAyfJEE, My PAUGHTER, PSRISHEP, THE OL= 
LOVEP AUP IU WHOSE IMAGE HE ERECTEP THAT PREAP- 
FUL STATUE "THE GOPPESS WITH WO WAME" THAT GUARPS 
THE EUTRAWCE TO THE FORBIPPEW TERRITORIES. 




meu i sewseo that i was sorus ro pie 

WTHLV ntum P5FEATEP HIM, I ytJPE^'^T 
THAT THERE HGAS 3MU 0M6 m TO STOP THE 
MWRPEROUS MAOTJESS OF THE MAW FROM My RACE: 
KILL HIM. HAVE HIM MUR0EREP By A MERCEUARy 
MWCJOUS EW0U5H TO FACE THE TERROR IWSPIRE0 
By A LM«(3 AWP BUOOOTHIRSTy &O0. IT WASfJT 
AD GASa OecieiOU TO TAKE, VARIAy. 




you fouwp this MERCEWARy eeyouc the 

SREAT WATER: KRI55 OF MUKJR. LETTTWG 
HER FREELy CHOOSE HER CREW By AWy 
MEAWS. HOW COULP 1 HAVE LMA3IUEP FOR 
OWE MOM SWT THAT OWE OF THOSE WOULP 
BE THORSAL? 




00 yOU WOW UWPERSTAWP THE TORMEWT 
THAT RACKS ME? I HAVE UWWITTIWSLy 
SEWT My (5KAWOSOW TO COMMIT THE MOST 
A50MIWA5LE OF CRIMES: TO KIU- HIS 
OWU FATHER/ THE FACT THAT HE POESWT 
KWOW IT POESWT TAKE AWAy AWy OF THE 
HORROR OF THIS PEEP, AS THE SOPS, IF 
THEy EXIST, WILL MOW AWP WILL PWXSH 
HIM OWE PAy. 




WOW, yOU KWOW AS 1 00 THAT KRISS OF VAUJOR 
MO HER COMPANIONS WILL WOT LSARU THE TRUE 
SOAL OF THEIR MISSION UWTIL AFTER REACHING 
MAyAXATL, mEW THEy CAJJ UO lOti&ZR &0 SACK. 
HI THE UAMS OF OUR 010 FRIEUPSHIP, I BS<3 
yOU TO CALL OFF THIS MISSIOW. 



rT^OR, IF WOT, FIWP A WAy TO STOP THORSAL FROM PARTICFATIWS. 
K I OOWT KWOW HOW, BUT PERHAPS 50LAW CQiilO HELP yOU. 

THORSAL'5 SOW HAS IWHERITEP THE POWERS OF OUR RACE, EVEW 
IF HE HASWT MASTERED THEM yET. I ENTRUST HIM TO yOU, AS 
I EWTRUST THORSAL'S PESTIWy, AWP THAT OF THE XIW5IW. 
FAREWELL, f ARLW, FAREWELL, My LOWAL COMPAWIOW. 
MAy yOJR LIFE BE MERCIFUL _ 
FOR A LOWS WHILE ,-s( 
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